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Extreme gradient in hypertrophic cardiomyopathy
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The image corresponds to a 73 year-old male, hyper-
tensive and important long-term smoker patient, 
without any other relevant previous medical history. 
He attended the hospital for a Doppler echocardiog-
raphy due to 2/6 systolic murmur over the aortic fo-
cus detected in the physical exam, and presumptive 

diagnosis of aortic valve stenosis. The patient was 
asymptomatic. The study revealed hypertrophic car-
diomyopathy causing partial obstruction of the left 
ventricular outflow tract, with peak systolic velocity 
recordings of 7 meters per second and intraventricu-
lar gradient over 200 mm Hg.
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